
 

 
 

NANTUCKET TOWN ASSOCIATION 
Meeting of July 25, 2017 

In the Atheneum Learning Lab 
 
Present: Barbara G. Cohen, Carol Cross, Mary Anne Easley, Alexandra LaPaglia, Richard 
Loftin, Peter Louderback, Colleen McLaughlin, Gail Norton, Lee Saperstein, Bill Sherman, 
Anne Terry, Henry Terry, John Wagley, and Paula Williams. 
 
Guests:  Mike Burns, Transportation Planner, Nat Lowell, Steamship Authority Port Council 
Member, Rob Ranney, Steamship Authority Member and Secretary. 
 
I. Call to Order.  
 
Vice-President Henry Terry called the meeting to order at 4:03 pm in the Gallery of the 
Nantucket Atheneum. 
 
II. Approval of minutes of meeting of May 23, 2017. 
 
Colleen McLaughlin moved approval of the minutes of the previous meeting; Alexandra LaPaglia 
seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
III. Treasurer’s Report.  
 
Treasurer Anne Terry reported (attached) a balance of $4,585.73.  She received dues payments 
of $200.00 and there were no expenditures.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously. 
 
IV. New Business 
 
A.  Annual Meeting.  
 
Henry Terry reported that a review of the Bylaws showed that our Annual Meeting must be in 
September and may not be part of the August meeting.  The President’s Advisory Committee 
considered this and suggested that we have an Annual Meeting that is both social and organized. 
They suggested that the Association meet on Tuesday, September 5, 2017, at 5:00 pm at the 
Miacomet Golf Club for a short Annual Meeting for which the major agenda item will be the 
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election of officers.  Should members choose to eat or drink at this meeting, they will be able to 
do so from the Club’s menu. 
 
He then suggested that the Executive Committee needed to approve this recommendation.  Lee 
Saperstein suggested that the favorable expressions around the table meant that this 
recommendation was by acclamation.  Carol Cross said that she would prefer a vote, which, duly 
taken, was unanimous in favor of the proposed Annual Meeting. 
 
B. August Meeting. 
 
There was some confusion by the membership between the August Meeting and the Annual 
Meeting and, during the meeting itself, the August Meeting was not confirmed.  Subsequent to 
the meeting, Henry Terry affirmed that the August Meeting will be held on August 22, 2017, in 
the Learning Lab of the Atheneum and Roberto Santamaria, Health Director, would be the 
speaker. 
 
V. Old Business  
 
Paula Williams reported that the Atheneum had purchased a copy of the DVD, “One Big Home” 
that the Association had sponsored on June 14, 2017, and that it was being borrowed frequently. 
She said that the author of the DVD gave the library a discounted rate and that this was due to 
our efforts to have it shown on Nantucket. 
 
Carol Cross reported that the DVD will be reshown on August 2, 2017, at 6:30 pm at the 
Dreamland Theater. 
 
VI. Speakers.  
 
Before beginning, Nat Lowell and Rob Ranney passed out copies of the Steamship Authority 
2016 Annual Report.  They began by recalling that the Authority was created in 1960 by the 
State to ensure that islanders had regular and reliable access to the mainland.  It is a public entity 
and as such may not filter or prohibit passengers.  It should be thought of as a bridge, not a filter. 
Also, as a public authority, its budgets must balance.  It may not sustain a negative balance in its 
financial statements.  They also spoke about scheduling and the difference between the Martha’s 
Vineyard and Nantucket markets.  There was mention of the desire by New Bedford for a boat 
between there and Martha’s Vineyard that would also alleviate truck traffic to Woods Hole. 
Their comment was that this was not likely to happen unless it could be supported by fares on 
that boat. 
 
They said that they were happy to take questions and there were many.  Several people asked 
about creating an annual fee, such as the residential parking fee, for purchasing ferry tickets. 
The fee might be, it was proposed, at different levels for residents and visitors.  The response 
was that an additional fee was not likely as it would have to be equal for all routes and Martha’s 
Vineyard was not likely to approve.  There is an embarkation fee that contributed over $122 
thousand to the Town of Nantucket in 2016.  Would there be a fare reduction for today’s very 
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small vehicles asked one person.  The threshold is 17 feet was the answer and if we were to make 
it smaller, we would need to know how to make up lost revenue.  Reduced fares for seasonal 
residents was also suggested.  The response was that there was a saver fare category for people 
willing to travel on days and times when there is frequently excess capacity.  This fare is 
available to all.  
 
Would there be more capacity in the shoulder seasons was another question.  Judicious 
scheduling of the freight boats has reduced the number of complaints about unavailable boat 
space in the spring and fall seasons.  Yes, you might not be able to get a reservation for a specific 
time but almost all standby vehicles are accommodated at or near the time they wish to travel.  It 
was mentioned that access on the new MV Woods Hole to walk-on passengers involved a long 
climb on narrow staircases.  The boat is a hybrid freight boat was the response and, although it 
has a spacious passenger deck, it was not designed for foot passengers.  There will be, soon, a 
digital app for tickets for walk-on passengers. 
 
Budgeting has been helped by a recent fall in the price of fuel.  While they might have expected 
a surplus this year, they do not know what the bill will be for the MV Iyanough accident.  At this 
point, the clock had reached 5:00 pm and Nat and Rob were thanked with a round of applause. 
 
VII. Adjournment*.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm by unanimous acclamation. 
  
The next Nantucket Town Association meeting will be Tuesday, August 22, 2017, at 4 p.m., 
in the Learning Lab at The Atheneum.  This is definite. 
 
*Please remember that our use of the Learning Lab ends promptly at 5 p.m.  We need to vacate 
the room and the building so that the next meeting group can access the room. 
 
Lee W. Saperstein, Secretary  
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                                                     NANTUCKET TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 
   
                       Treasurer’s Report                                             July 25, 2017 
 
   
                       Beginning Balance                  $4,385.73 
 
                       Deposits   
                            Dues                                           +200 
   
                       Expenditures                                         0 
   
 
                        End Balance                          $4,585.73 
   
   
   
                         Respectfully submitted, 
                         Anne Terry   
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Strategic Issues from the NCL Presidents’ Breakfast 
 
At the Civic League’s Presidents Breakfast on Saturday June 24, 2017, Area Association 
Presidents reported on events and concerns within their areas and then each listed issues that they 
believed were more Island wide.  These broader issues will be assembled by the Civic League’s 
strategic planning subcommittee into a strategic plan for the League.  Meanwhile, NTA 
Secretary Lee Saperstein kept notes on these issues and they are listed here much as they were 
presented without any attempt to assign a priority to them. 
 
1. Private versus public roads and ways.  Tax rates do not distinguish between public and private 
road frontage; relief is not given for association assessments for road maintenance.  Would the 
Town consider maintaining key private roads? 
 
2. The Waste Recycling Facilty.  The material-storage fill coming from mining the dump is 
unsightly.  Drainage to the groundwater flows to Long Pond; it should be monitored and tested.  
Compost is not assayed for N, P, K. 
 
3.  The Tom Nevers Road Bike Lane is a high road priority. 
 
4.  In-Town traffic, parking, and uncontrolled pedestrian crossings. 
 
5. West-end beach erosion. 
 
6.  Health of the Great Ponds. 
 
7.  General water quality issues including annual well testing, septic inspections, and 
groundwater quality. 
 
8.  Noise and visual pollution from entertainment venues. 
 
9.  The Coastal Management Plan should be Island-wide.  We need to get serious about all 
erosion issues. 
 
2017-06-27  
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