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NANTUCKET TOWN ASSOCIATION 
Annual Meeting of October 24, 2017, at 4:00 pm 
In the Learning Lab of the Nantucket Atheneum 

 
DRAFT MINUTES FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

 
Present: Carol Cross, Barbara G. Cohen, Mary Anne Easley, Colleen McLaughlin, Jane Miller, 
Gail Norton, Bill Seay, Lee Saperstein, Janet Schulte, Anne Terry, and Henry Terry. 
 
Guest:  Libby Gibson, Town Manager 
 
I. Call to Order.   
 
President Henry Terry called the meeting to order at 4:02 pm in the Learning Lab of the 
Nantucket Atheneum. 
 
II. Approval of minutes of the Annual Meeting of September 5, 2017. 
 
Colleen McLaughlin moved and Jane Miller seconded approval of the minutes for the Annual Meeting of 
2017 held on September 5, 2017; approval was unanimous. 
  
III. Treasurer’s Report.   
 
Treasurer Anne Terry reported (attached) a deposit of $120.00 in dues payments and a balance of 
$4,794.16.  Colleen McLaughlin moved and Gail Norton seconded acceptance of the report; 
approval was unanimous. 
 
IV. New Business 
 
None 
 
V. Old Business 
 
Henry Terry reported that Helene Weld, Treasurer of the Nantucket Community Association 
called him to correct a statement in the recent minutes:  the association is open to everyone, not 
just seasonal residents.  Libby Gibson commented that this was correct and that the Nantucket 
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Community Association should not be confused with the Advisory Committee of Non-Voting 
Taxpayers. 
 
VI. Speaker.   
 
C. Elizabeth Gibson, Nantucket Town Manager, explained that she intended in her presentation 
to go through the warrant articles for the forthcoming Special Town Meeting to be held at 6:00 
pm on Monday, November 6, 2017.  She had several introductory comments.  The first was that, 
for some towns, fall-time Special Town Meetings (STM) were routine because they could not 
assemble their budget information in time for their Annual Town Meetings (ATM) in the spring.  
Nantucket does not have this problem.  The second comment was that she was not prepared to go 
over articles proposed by private citizens in any depth.  She did say, though, that Nantucket is the 
only Town in the Commonwealth that provides citizen proposers to meet with its Town Counsel 
to help them put their proposal into a proper form.  Finally, she reminded us that the Town is 
having an open session on Thursday, October 26th, at 4:30 pm in the Community Room of the 
Public Safety Facility, 4 Fairgrounds Road, on recreational and retail use of marijuana.  On 
Saturday, October 28th, there be will a Civic League-sponsored open session at 1:00 pm in the 
same facility on “Meet the Articles” for the STM. 
 
She explained that the recent passage of a state law permitting the sale and use of recreational 
marijuana is the reason for the STM because there is a time-line for actions that must happen 
before the time of the ATM.  One such action is for municipalities to amend their zoning bylaws 
by April 1, 2018 if they wish to locate sales locations in specific places.  Without this specificity, 
marijuana sales will be legal anywhere that retail sales are permitted.  Also, the Cannabis Control 
Commission is promulgating regulations, some of which are already into an amended version, 
and our Town may wish to acknowledge them in our bylaw.  Another option is to pass a 
temporary moratorium on marijuana sales until we can review our zoning options; this ban 
would be through the end of 2018. 
 
Libby Gibson then went through the articles. 
 

• Articles 1 and 2 have to do with retail marijuana sales.  Passage of Article One would 
create the temporary moratorium; article two contains suggested language for a zoning 
bylaw amendment that provides for sales locations.  As a zoning bylaw, it requires a two-
thirds majority. 

• Article 3 would permit us to add a local sales tax of three percent on top of the State’s 
sales tax.  

• Article 4 is a supplemental capital budget allocation for the fire station.  Bids are due on 
November 2nd, which is just enough time to determine the amount of the supplement. 

• Article 5 is another supplemental capital allocation for an airport project.  Given the 
nature of federal and state subsidies, up to 95 percent of this amount will be reimbursed 
to the Town. 

• Article 6 was for capital funding for infrastructure improvements needed to match the 
construction schedule of National Grid for an infrastructure improvement project.  
Negotiations with the power company have allowed the Town to move this request to the 
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Annual Town Meeting.  Thus this article is premature and has been recommended for “no 
action.” 

• Article 7 on District Improvement Funding is also recommended for no action because it 
is before time.  Once the Old South Road Corridor Study is accepted and construction 
plans are drawn up, they will be introduced at the 2018 ATM. 

• Article 8 is a citizen’s article that would move the construction of a Tom Nevers bicycle 
path to the top of the construction list.  Because the path is in the normal planning and 
construction schedule, “take no action” was recommended for this article. 

• Article 9, and others that follow, is to provide, ultimately, for a safer turning radius at the 
intersection of Washington and Francis Streets.  Article 9 would allow the taking of some 
land at the corner (71 Washington Street) and provides for the transfer of unspent money                                             
to help pay for it.  Land swaps with the Nantucket Island Land Bank will provide 
remaining funds for this project. 

• Article 10 is part of the land swap negotiations referred to above.  The land described as 
“Creeks” is the wetland on the harbor side of the new bicycle path on the railroad 
causeway and extends behind Marine Home almost to East Creek Road. 

• Article 11 would allow the Town to swap beachfront land to the Land Bank. 
• Article 12 is to clear title to a number of miscellaneous lots. 
• Article 13 provides an easement to National Grid for the needed upgrade to the Sea Street 

pumping station. 
• Article 14 is a citizen’s article that was not recommended for action.  The article would 

have provided for the leasing of industrial land behind the airport. 
• Article 15, also not recommended, would place land along Bartlett Farm Road, much of 

which is farmland, into the sewer district. 
• Article 16 moves one isolated lot into the sewer district and changes its zoning 

designation to conform to its neighbors.  As a zoning amendment, it will require a two-
thirds majority. 

• Articles 17 to 21 are all technical amendments, which are recommended for approval, to 
the zoning bylaw.  They had been offered at the last ATM in one large article but late 
amendments and the article size caused confusion and the Town voted to postpone it. 

• Article 22, for the allowance by special permit of a small adjustment to the permitted 
height of workforce rental housing, is recommended for approval. 

• Articles 23, 24, and 25 correct some zoning designations left over from earlier ATMs and 
are recommended for approval. 

• Article 26 is a home-rule petition that removes a designated town employee from the 
Nantucket Planning and Economic Development Commission.  The position was 
identified with an obsolete label; more significantly, this petition removes the ambiguity 
of having an employee on a recommendation-making commission. 

• Article 27 would allow the Town to establish 20-mph safety zones without going through 
a zone-by-zone study. 

 
At the end of Libby Gibson’s presentation, Carol Cross asked if the agenda for Town Meetings 
could be shuffled, instead of going category by category, so as to increase the likelihood that 
attendees would remain until adjournment.  Libby Gibson said that, yes, they have discussed the 
so-called “lottery” approach with the Moderator and Town Counsel.  The idea would be a good 
one for the Government Study Committee, she said. 
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VI. Adjournment. 
 
Motion was made to adjourn at 5:00 pm by Barbara Cohen and seconded by Colleen 
McLaughlin.  All approved.  Henry Terry announced that the   
 
The next Nantucket Town Association meeting will be on Tuesday, November 28, 2017, in 
the  Learning Lab* of the Atheneum but that there would be no December meeting. 
 
*Please remember that our use of the Learning Lab ends promptly at 5 p.m.  We need to vacate 
the room and the building so that the next meeting group can access the room. 
 
Lee W. Saperstein, Secretary 
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                                                     NANTUCKET TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 
                                                                                                          
                       Treasurer’s Report                                          October 24, 2017 
 
                       
                       Beginning Balance                  $4,762.16 
 
                       Deposits   
                            Dues                                           +120                       
                       Expenditures   
                            Inky ad/annual mtg                   -87.28   
               
                       End balance                            $4,794.16 
                                                
 
                       Respectfully submitted, 
                        Anne Terry 
                                         
                                    
                   
                          
                           
                              
                              
                                             
                               
                               
    
                          
           
            
 


