
 

 
 

NANTUCKET TOWN ASSOCIATION 
Meeting of March 28, 2017 

In the Atheneum Learning Lab 
 

DRAFT MINUTES FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
 
Present: Barbara G. Cohen, Mary Anne Easley, Mary Longacre, Peter Louderback, Colleen 
McLaughlin, Jane Miller, Lee Saperstein, Janet Schulte, Anne Terry, Henry Terry, John Wagley, 
and Paula Williams.  
 
Guests:  Members of the Our Island Home Building Committee: Jim Kelly, Chair, Board of 
Selectmen, Rachel Day, Human Services Director, Steven Maury, Member of the Finance 
Committee; and Jason Bridges, Public Outreach Manager. 
 
 
I. Call to Order.  
 
President Miller called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm in the Learning Lab of the Nantucket 
Atheneum. 
 
II. Approval of minutes of meeting of February 28, 2017. 
 
Colleen McLaughlin moved approval of the minutes of the previous meeting; Paula Williams 
seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. 
 
III. Treasurer’s Report.  
 
Treasurer Anne Terry reported (attached) a balance of $4,986.46; dues of $70.00 were received 
and a contribution of $1000.00 for the War Memorial restoration was made.  Acceptance of the 
report was moved by Colleen McLaughlin, seconded by Paula Williams, and approved 
unanimously. 
 
IV. New Business 
 
A. Announcements/Updates.  Jane Miller said that we will vote on an expenditure of $300 to 
show the film, “One Big Home”, directed by Thomas Bena, on June 14, 2017, under Old 
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Business.  It has been proposed by Paula Williams and was mentioned at the last meeting, hence 
the proper place for it is Old Business but, she said that it would be wise to let the group know 
what was coming. 

 
The Association’s Post Box, number 181, has been shared with the Civic League.  Because of 
some confusion on how this worked and who is responsible for payments, the Treasurer of the 
Nantucket Civic League told us that they will look at getting their own box. 

 
Mary Anne Easley and Lee Saperstein announced that Congressman William Keating will be 
holding a sit-down meeting, with a question-and-answer period and an informal meet and greet, 
on Friday, April 7, at 5:00 to 6:30 pm in the Atheneum Great Hall. 

 
B. Nominating Committee Appointments.  Jane Miller announced that Barbara Cohen has 
agreed to chair the Nominating Committee this year and will be reporting more about 
nominations at a later meeting. 

 
C. Newsletter.  Mary Anne Easley reported that a dues-reminder postcard with picture would go 
into the mail soon. 
 
V. Old Business 

 
A. Motion and vote on funding the showing of film, “One Big Home.”  As proposed by Paula 
Williams and discussed earlier, the Association will need a vote to approve spending $300.  If 
approved, Jane Miller will transmit funds electronically and then be reimbursed by our Treasury. 
Colleen McLaughlin then moved the expenditure, Paula Williams seconded the motion, and the 
vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
B. Motion and Vote on Bylaw Change.  At an earlier meeting, Lee Saperstein, Secretary, 
suggested that the Association should formalize its use of a Corresponding Secretary in the 
Bylaws.  He presented a draft Bylaws amendment, attached, that would allocate secretarial duties 
between a Recording Secretary, Lee Saperstein at present, and a Corresponding Secretary, which 
would be a new position.  Jane Miller said that we should vote on the concept and, if approved, 
bring the amendment back to our next meeting for a formal vote on it.  Anne Terry moved the 
concept, Colleen McLaughlin seconded, and all were in favor. 
 
C. Information about suggested plans for downtown sidewalks, and downtown traffic 
study.  Jane Miller suggested that we skip this item because new information will be available 
after the next meeting in April of the study committee. 

 
VI. Discussion about Our Island Home options/plans. 
 
The presentation was made by members of the Our Island Home, OIH, Building Committee who 
have been charged to review and analyze work up until now on re-building and re-locating, if 
necessary, the Home; to assist the Town in designing and constructing a new facility; to identify 
options, along with pros and cons and costs of each; and to develop designs and details for each 
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of these options.  The presentation was made chiefly by Jim Kelly and Rachel Day, assisted by 
Steven Maury and Jason Bridges.  It followed the information included in a handout, which was 
a printed version of report on the Town’s web site: 
http://nantucket-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/15163.  Essentially, the presentation was 
in two parts: the relevance of a small-house model of a skilled nursing facility and the rationale 
for supporting a new facility on Miacomet Road adjacent to Sherburne Commons.  The 
presenters left time for a period of questions and answers. 
 
Colleen McLaughlin asked if they had considered, as an option, the property between Pleasant 
Street and Sparks Avenue last used as a staging area for the Stop and Shop reconstruction.  The 
response was that this property, known as the Craig property, is owned by several different 
entities; recently, it has been leased to the Stop and Shop.  Because it is not Town-owned and has 
complicated sets of ownership and leaseholds, it was not considered.  One of their instructions 
was to consider only Town-owned land. 
 
Lee Saperstein asked two questions.  The first was if there was knowledge on the number of 
residents who had cognitive disabilities and the second was if they had identified efficiencies that 
could result by having OIH and Sherburne in a joint location.  Rachel Day said that the 
information that they had was on the number of residents whose health-care proxies had been 
invoked and that this was in the order of 65 percent.  For the second question, she said that, being 
two very different facilities, there were some benefits, such as shared staff, that were not likely 
while items such as maintenance and purchasing of food and supplies could benefit.  
 
Mary Longacre spoke vigorously against the Miacomet Road option.  She felt that moving our 
important citizens out of the heart of town relegated them to a forgotten location. 
  
Barbara Cohen asked whether the proposed design used private or shared rooms.  The answer 
was that the new facility would be all private rooms with private bathrooms.  Barbara Cohen’s 
comment was that privacy for residents and their families is very important. 
 
Anne Terry asked if there were there specific plans or blueprints that we can examine.  She was 
told that the Building Committee is helping the designers to create concept plans. 
 
Mary Longacre asked if they sought the opinion of current residents.  Yes, they had and the 
overwhelming wish was for more privacy. 
 
VII. Adjournment.  
 
At 4:57 pm, Jane Miller reminded the committee that our use of the Learning Lab ends promptly 
at 5 p.m.  We need to vacate the room and the building so that the Atheneum staff can close the 
building 
 
The next Nantucket Town Association meeting will be April 25, 2017, at 4 p.m., in the 
Learning Lab at The Atheneum. 
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Lee W. Saperstein, Secretary  
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                                                     NANTUCKET TOWN ASSOCIATION 
 
   
                       Treasurer’s Report                                               March 28, 2017 
 
   
                       Beginning Balance                  $5,916.46 
 
                       Deposits 
                           Dues                                       +70.00   
                       Expenditures  
                           Civic League for War 
                            Memorial Restoration          -1,000.00 
   
                       End  Balance                          $4, 986.46 
   
   
   
                         Respectfully submitted, 
                         Anne Terry 
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